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We have learned from the Harbourfront experience. Everything that goes up on the waterfront now 
has to go through design panels, environmental officials and planning approvals. To preserve 
harbour views, the buildings going up in East Bayfront will be arranged like a staircase, with the 
lower buildings by the water and the taller ones further back next to the Gardiner. 

The whole area will be fronted by a tree-lined promenade so that people have direct access to the 
water. Two creative new parks, Sugar Beach and Sherbourne Park, provide still more open space. 

"It's not our hope to block the waterfront but to open it up," says Jane Gol, president of Continental 
Ventures Realty, one of the developers of the Home Depot property. 

What emerges will be far better than a sprawling waterfront park, swept by winter winds half the 
year. What we will get instead is a dynamic living community, open to the water but also tied into 
busy downtown scene. "If anything the waterfront needs more people. It needs life," says Sam 
Crignano, president of the Cityzen Development Group, which is working with Ms. Gol's Continental 
and with Castlepoint Realty Partners. 

Chicago's waterfront is the product of another era. City fathers decided in the mid-19th century to 
leave the land east of Michigan Avenue "public ground, forever to remain vacant of buildings." The 
eventual result was the grand expanse of Grant Park, with its fountains, walking trails, softball fields 
and, most recently, the Frank Gehry-designed band shell of Millennium Park. 

It's a wonderful and heavily used public space, often known as downtown Chicago's front lawn. But 
Toronto already has its waterfront green space: the Toronto Islands. For a growing city in the early 
21st century, it makes more sense to build a truly urban waterfront where people come to live and 
work as well as play. 

 


